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usually their brothers or cousins, in India, Aden, and even
Zanzibar.   Their trade is in the bringing of tea, coffee,
cotton materials, saplings from Zanzibar for roof-beams'
teak for shipbuilding, and shark-oil from the Hadhramaut
for the dhows.   In return they take down dates from Basra
to India and pearls to be sent thence to the whole world.
The voyages are long ones, taking from October to May,
when the ships must come out of the Ocean to avoid the
monsoon, and so that the sailors may go with the smaller
boats to the pearling-banks in the summer months.   The
masters of the sailing-boats are efficient navigators, and
their crews, mostly Negroes, live their summer days in the
water, diving for pearls and swimming with the grace and
speed of young sea-lions.   Some of the merchant houses are
very rich and have connexions in China and the Far East,
for the Chinese like to have shark-fins as a tonic food and
Malaya sends sandalwood for incense.

Abdul Aziz, from his small counting-house, open to the

street in the bazaar at Bahrein, is in touch with most of the

great Eastern markets, and Ibn Saud uses him for obtaining

many of the goods he requires.   He is a diminutive man,

dark, lively, and extremely well-mannered.   He dresses in

the Nejdi Arab style, for his family, like most of the Gulf

merchants, came originally from Arabia.   As he stood with

us watching the preparations for departure he twisted in

his fingers a rosary of amber beads.   His vessel was small

and stood high out of the water, its poop built up to make

a place more suitable to the leisure of passengers than to

the control of a ship at sea.    Silk cushions and Persian

carpets were laid out upon it now, and we took our seats

on this elevated position and surveyed from it the little

crowd of officials and Arabs who had come to see us off,

and the waist and prow of the ship, now being filled with

our baggage and provisions.   On the small deck there was

tethered a sheep* one of the fat-tailed Nejdi kind, which

baa-ed from time to time in a subdued complaining way.

The cook was busy in the galley, as we could see, but the

remainder of the crew came to salute us one by one.  The